
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - JANUARY 10, 2021 

Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical 
and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will 
be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony. 
 

OPENING HYMN - Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God  ELW 458  

GREETING - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice 
moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by 
your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

First Reading:  Genesis 1:1-5 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness God called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm 29 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
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7The voice | of the LORD 
bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests 
bare. 
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 The holy Gospel acc. to Mark Glory to you, O Lord. 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “After me the one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water; but the one who is 
coming will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.”  The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reflection 

Hymn of The Day - Baptized and Set Free ELW 453 

PRESENTATION (ELW p. 234)  
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God 
to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own 
by water and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, 
enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the 
community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to 
new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 235) 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 
faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? R:  I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (ELW p. 236) 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your 
life in Christ?   We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
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Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 
Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

On this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, let us offer our prayers for all in 
need, responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “Give us 
your blessings of peace.” A brief silence. 

For the worldwide church; for those who minister in the church; for all who 
will be baptized this year; and for their godparents and sponsors: that the 
Holy Spirit will empower all the faithful for lives of service, let us pray. A 
brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 

For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells 
that provide drinking water; and for the water that is piped into our homes: 
that God provide clean and nourishing water for all living things, let us pray. 
A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 

For the nations of the world and their leaders; for international efforts to 
prevent war and reduce violence; for the armed forces; for police officers; 
and for peacemakers: that God inspire all people to work for the 
harmonious well-being of others, let us pray. A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 

For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting 
their children in home schooling; that as the academic year resumes, God 
give resilience to everyone in the search for education, let us pray. A brief 
silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 

For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are 
suffering with COVID-19; for medical workers; for people who are hungry or 
homeless, imprisoned or lonely; and for those we name here Paul, Harley, 
Lynne, Beth, Terri, Maureen, Michael, Dennis and all those we name in the 
silence. . . .: that God grant health and wholeness to a world so filled with 
pain, let us pray. A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 
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For ourselves: that we rejoice in our adoption as members of God’s family, 
and that now in this silence we bring to God our heart’s requests, let us 
pray. A longer period of silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 

In gratitude for our beloved dead, we offer our praise for all the baptized 
who have accompanied us and supported us and taught us throughout our 
days; that at our end we join with them in everlasting joy, let us pray. A brief 
silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace. 

Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, 
you are our beloved Savior, you are the descending Dove. We give you 
thanks for all your goodness and tender mercies, and we ask you to accept 
our prayers for the sake of your mercy, today and forever. Amen. 

PEACE (ELW p. 206) 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 206) 
Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who 
came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have 
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of 
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 206) 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE (ELW p. 207) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 207) 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 7 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 208) 
Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and 
in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in 
us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Then speak the Blessing: 
God the creator strengthen you;  
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 209) 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
Readings for the Week: 
Monday Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36. Tuesday Acts 22:2-16. Wednesday Isaiah 
41:14-20. Thursday Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18. Friday (commemoration of 
Martin Lutheran King, Jr., renewer of society martyr, 1968) Acts 13:16-
25. Saturday 1 Samuel 2:21-25. Second Sunday after 
Epiphany: (commemoration of Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, c. 
356; Pachomius, renewer of the church, 346) 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51. 
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Daily Prayer Resources are available, including simple forms of Morning, 
Evening, and Night Prayer; Responsive Prayer; and prayers for mealtimes 
and other occasions. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are only able to provide downloadable 
hymns that are in the public domain and selected hymns for limited use. 
Other suggestions provided above may be found in Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship. To purchase copies of Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All 
Creation Sings for the home, visit the Augsburg Fortress website or call 1-
800-328-4648. Selected hymns from All Creation Sings will be provided for 
limited use. 

Reflection text: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, All Creation Sings, and 
sundaysandseasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Used with permission. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg 
Fortress. Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 
Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, 
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and edited 
with permission by Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw. 

 

https://blogs.elca.org/worship/2044/
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806656182/Evangelical-Lutheran-Worship-Pew-Edition
http://www.augsburgfortress.org/AllCreationSings
http://www.augsburgfortress.org/AllCreationSings
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/category/286515/Evangelical-Lutheran-Worship-Pew-Edition
http://www.augsburgfortress.org/AllCreationSings









